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February 16, 2021 

 

 

Parents, families and students,  

 

Education leaders and teachers have gone to unprecedented lengths to provide 

continuous instruction through varied combinations of in-person, virtual, and 

hybrid learning modes. In this fluid and transient environment, the regular 

challenges of assessing what and how students are learning have become even 

more complicated. The Public Education Department (PED) believes that the 

statewide large-scale assessment provides valuable information for 

understanding what students have learned since the COVID-19 pandemic caused 

disruptions to regular schooling, but recognizes the challenges that schools and 

districts are facing. 

 

Currently, PED is submitting an addendum to the U.S. Department of Education 

that would waive most federal school accountability requirements. Given the 

priority of ensuring student, staff, and community safety, PED recognizes that 

certain circumstances may inhibit the school’s ability to test. No family should be 
required to have a student participate in state testing in light of health concerns 

or perceived risks. 

 

Further, remote delivery of state-mandated testing is neither a proven nor viable 

option. Considerations such as item exposure, proctoring, and student privacy 

issues present challenges. The inability to have standardized test administration 

protocols greatly impact testing validity and reliability. Therefore, Española Public 

School, along with many other schools throughout the state of New Mexico will 

not administer traditional spring assessments due to ongoing COVID-19 

circumstances and ongoing remote learning.    

 

Assessments affected by this decision, which will not be assessed this spring, include:     

• ACCESS for ELLs - administered in person, annually to current English Learners (EL) in 
kindergarten – 12th grades to monitor students’ progress in learning academic English. 
Students who are identified as ELs are administered the assessment 

• SAT School Day – administered to 11th grade students in New Mexico public schools to 
receive a college-reportable score at no cost to them. 
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• Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM) – administered annually, in a one-to-one setting to 
students with significant cognitive disabilities whose Special Education Individualized 
Educational Programs designate in grades 3-8 and 11 for ELA and Math and in grades 5, 
8 and 11 for Science. 

• New Mexico Assessment of Science Readiness (NM-ASR) – a new statewide summative 
assessment for Science, administered at the end of grades 5, 8, and 11. The NM-ASR is 
designed to measure students’ proficiency with the concepts and skills in the NM STEM 
Ready! Science Standards. 

• New Mexico Measures of Student Success and Achievement (NM-MSSA) – a statewide 
summative assessment for English Language Arts, Spanish Language Arts, and 
mathematics, administered at the end of grades 3-8. 

 
No one piece of data can tell the full story of a student, school, or community. Rather, the data 
can and should be used alongside other sources of information to determine holistic supports 
for students, teachers, and programs most impacted by the disruptions due to COVID-19.  
 
Española Public Schools is committed to the providing quality instruction to our students during 
these unprecedented times.   Our decision to opt out of traditional spring assessments was 
made after careful consideration of recent student and staff survey data, and with the mental 
and physical health and well-being of our students, staff, and community in mind. 
 
Española Public Schools recognizes that assessment is important and a valuable resource used 
to measure students’ academic readiness and/or identify areas in need of academic 
improvement.   However, student progress may also be assessed through supplemental 
measures, including information from classroom summative, interim, and formative 
assessments. The district will continue to administer interim assessments, which are available 
to administer in a remote setting from home.  These assessments include:  
 

• Istation – administered online monthly to current Kindergarten through 6th grade 
students to assess the progress in reading and mathematics.    

• NWEA/MAP - administered online as an interim assessment, available to all 7-12th grade 
students, will be administered summative at the end of the school year to assess 
students’ progress in Language Arts, Mathematics and Science.    reading and 
mathematics.    

• ASVAB – administered to high school students, is a multiple-aptitude battery that 
measures developed abilities and helps predict potential future academic and 
occupational success in the military.  

 

Should you have questions regarding your child’s academic progress you should 

speak directly with their teacher(s) or speak with their guidance counselor or 

administrator.      



 
 

For questions related to this memo or ongoing assessment options for students 

please contact:  

 

 Myra L. Martinez, Assessment & Accountability Director 

 myra.martinez@k12espanola.org; Phone: (505) 367-3330 or (505) 901-2036 

 

 Barbara Park, EVHS School Test Coordinator 

 Barbara.park@k12espanola.org; Phone: (505) 753-7357 

 

For further inquiries specific to graduation or assessment and competency options 

for high school students please contact EVHS administrators or guidance 

counselors:  

  

▪ Victoria Gonzales, Principal    victoria.gonzales@k12espanola.org   
▪ Jeffrey Sagor, Asst. Principal   jeffrey.sagor@k12espanola.org 
▪ Jeanine Martinez, Freshman Counselor jeanine.martinez@k12espanola.org 
▪ Stephanie Garduno, Sophomore Counselor stephanie.garduno@k12espanola.org 
▪ Marcella Maestas, Junior Counselor  marcella.maestas@k12espanola.org  
▪ Evelyn Martinez, Senior Counselor  evelyn.martinez@k12espanola.org  

 

As always, thank you for your understanding, your patience, and your continued support. 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Fred Trujillo 
Superintendent 
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